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FAQs – Teachers 
You’ve got questions and we’ll give you the answers, and if there’s still some burning 
questions on your mind, please email them to us at info@ upstarthq.com.au and 
we’ll do our very best to answer them.  

Q. How can I spread the word about the Upstart Challenge to make sure we get 
plenty of students involved? 

A. We’ve got you covered! Everything you need is on the Resource Page. From 
student posters to display around the school and form part of your daily bulletin, 
newsletter articles to inform families, teacher info posters for the staffroom, 
Facebook, Instagram and Twitter posts to engage your school community with more 
broadly and your ‘We’re in the Upstart Challenge!’ logo for you to use on your 
website and communications.  

Q. Does a teacher need to attend all workshops and events with the students? 
A. No, students can attend independently however you’re very welcome to come 
along. You’ll find that the workshops and events provide you with 
a great opportunity to learn more, extend your network by meeting others who are 
passionate about kickstarting tomorrow’s changemakers. We have a unique and 
diverse network of educators, industry leaders, local business representatives, 
entrepreneurs, investors, startup community, parents, students and community 
leaders. It’s also a great professional development opportunity.  

Q. Can teachers and school staff be part of 
the team? 
A. No, all team participants must be under 19 years old but that doesn’t mean school 
staff can’t join the fun and be part of the team support.  

Q. Can you provide additional/specialist support to one or more of our 
potential participant students? 
A. We always try our best to ensure all our programs are accessible for all but please 
feel free to talk to us about individual needs and we’ll try our absolute best to put a 
plan in place.  

Q. Will our students’ business ideas entered into the Upstart Challenge remain 
confidential? A. Confidentiality is not guaranteed. We take care with students 
materials and generally only make them available to the Upstart judges and program 
team. Our judges regularly deal with confidential material and we ask them to treat 
students’ work with the same respect and confidentiality as they do in business.  

- Please note that finalists participating in the Upstart Accelerator and Pitching 
Showcase will be sharing their ideas with mentors and the event audience and 
therefore ideas will be in the public arena.  

https://www.upstarthq.com.au/upstart-challenge/resources-uc/


 
 
 
 
      

  

- Teams are welcome to exclude any content they consider to be confidential. This is 
a standard approach adopted by many startup programs.  

Intra-team confidentiality is the sole responsibility of team members and Upstart will 
not arbitrate any disputes that arise between team members during the challenge. A 
brief statement of ideas submitted will be used for public relations purposes. This 
should be considered public knowledge and will be a required element of 
participation. If you are in doubt or have any concerns regarding this, please speak 
to a member of the Upstart team at info@upstarthq.com.au and we shall endeavour 
to allay any concerns.  

Q. Is there a cost for schools?  

A. Yes. The total cost is comprised of 2 components: 

 
1 Registration $250 

Payable by the school 
 
2 Program $1000 

Payable via: 
a. The school/community/sponsor 
b. Upstart Sponsors assistance 

This fee guarantees entry for one team (possible more) and includes a resource kit 
and training materials, industry mentoring and a student plus parent ticket to the 
Upstart Pitching Showcase for each team member.  

Upstart is founded on equity and inclusion and we ensure that all students have the 
opportunity to participate regardless of financial situation. At our discretion, we can 
award a scholarship to cover the full or partial cost of the Accelerator fee. Prior to 
any announcement of the selection to the Upstart Accelerator, Upstart invites you to 
discuss any concerns and possible needs for your students in this regards.  

 


